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Residents push for Downers Grove historic district

By Dawn Rhodes,
Tribune reporter

SEPTEMBER 5, 2014, 7:09 AM

S ome Downers Grove residents urging local officials to protect a 19th-century home on the edge of the downtown
area also are pushing for creation of a historic district.

Several spoke out at a recent village council meeting about the Victorian-style home at 942 Maple Ave., commonly known
as the Edwards house.

The lots at 942 and 936 Maple recently were sold, generating worries that the historic structures could be torn down in
favor of a new development. An offer on the property was accepted but DuPage County records show that both properties
still are owned by Citizens Financial Bank. The real estate agent handling the sale of the property could not be reached for
comment Thursday.

No application for any type of development has been filed with the village as of Wednesday, Village Spokesman Doug
Kozlowski said.

Tom Nybo has rallied community members in recent weeks to draw awareness to the house and advocates turning Maple

Many Downers Grove residents are advocating for the preservation of the Edwards home at 942 Maple Ave. (Dawn Rhodes,
Chicago Tribune)
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Avenue into a historic district. He and others spent the Labor Day weekend distributing dozens of fliers to downtown
business owners and Maple Avenue residents, many of whom attended the council meeting in support. A Facebook page
dedicated to the issue has generated more than 600 "likes."

"No one knows what's going on," Nybo said. "We're just trying to get it out there."

Anyone may submit an application to establish a historic district. The village's historic preservation ordinance, inked in
2007, requires written consent from all owners of at least 51 percent of the properties in the proposed district. The village's
Architectural Design Review Board evaluates any such applications, makes a recommendation then passes it along to the
village council for final review.

Once a historic district has been established, property owners must receive a certificate from the village in addition to
normal permits before a property owners can make any exterior changes to a structure.

"Downers Grove rips down houses for McMansions like a drop of a hat," said Christine Martin, whose family recently
renovated their home two blocks down on Maple Avenue. "The Edwards House is amazing. This is not a house that's in
decay. I hope it doesn't come down because it's a waste."

Theresa Baren Kulat, an attorney who said she once had an office in 942 Maple, pointed to a provision in the ordinance
that allows only property owners to seek landmark protection for individual buildings.

"Rather than balance public and private interest, I submit that the current ordinance gives all the power to the land
owners and gives no power to the people," Baren Kulat said. "Our community will lose a gem. The general citizens of this
town will not be able to do anything."

Josh Schweitzer, who lives in Naperville, attends church in Downers Grove and said he appreciates the area for its
historical buildings.

"I've had the pleasure of seeing and experiencing these homes, but I deeply feel for those younger generations that will be
robbed of that chance," Schweitzer said.

Mayor Martin T. Tully said the village had to take care not to overstep its bounds in weighing the rights of private property
owners against the wishes of community members. He added, however, that the village partnered with the 1846 Blodgett
House group and the Park District to successfully protect that home from demolition when the property was bought by a
developer.

"There's no question about it that this community, both not-for-profit and for-profit, has come together when the time
called to raise voices and think creatively … on how to preserve that balance between tradition and progress," Tully said.
"Asking the government to take more power in order to determine what happens to your property may not be the answer.
Let's see if there are other solutions to get us to the same place."
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