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DOWNERS GROVE – Residents gave an impassioned plea at the Sept. 2 village council meeting to save

the historic Edwards House, which many fear could be demolished as part of a condo project being

planned for the site.

A grass-roots effort led by resident Tom Nybo began this summer when he noticed the mansion at 942

Maple Ave. was for sale by an Indiana bank and marketed as a “prime development parcel,” along with

the house next door.

According to emails sent and received between village staff and Kuo Diedrich Architects last month, a

potential buyer is interested in building condos on the two lots. The emails were retrieved via a

Freedom of Information Act Request filed with the village by the Pierce Downer’s Heritage Alliance.

The Queen Anne Victorian, known as the Edwards House, with its conical roofs, ornate red molding

and other distinct characteristics, was built in the late 1880s by W.H. Edwards, a prominent early

Downers Grove businessman.

He founded the first bank in the village in 1892, according to Downers Grove Museum volunteer Carol

Wandschneider, and the house also was the first in town to have running water. Though its last use was

as office space, a peak through the windows shows its hardwood floors, molding and built-ins are still

intact.

Attorney Theresa Beran Kulat formerly worked in the building, and spoke at the meeting about the

mansion’s solid repair and otherwise healthy condition.

“I urge the property owners on Maple Avenue to join in the application to create a historic district,” she

said. “I encourage all residents who care about preserving the character and the history and the beauty

of Downers Grove to join with the Pierce Downer Heritage Alliance.”

It would take 51 percent of the property owners in the proposed historic district to agree to create the

distinction, which would have to be approved by a review board and then the village council, according

to village code.

Once created, any building permit, moving permit or demolition permit in the district would require a

certificate of appropriateness granted by the review board following a hearing. Certificates for minor

exterior alterations or changes to items like fences and sheds, or to buildings not deemed historically

significant, can also be issued by the village’s community development director without the board’s

review.

Applicants denied a certificate have 30 days to appeal to the village council.

Creating a district would be the likely path in an attempt to save the house, because sole, individual

buildings cannot be designated as historic landmarks without the owner’s consent, a provision of the
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ordinance criticized by Kulat.

“Rather than balancing public and private interests, I submit that the current ordinance gives all the

power to the land owners and gives no power to the people,” she said.

Mayor Martin Tully said he agreed the home should be preserved, and referenced the saving of the

Orange Lyman House, an effort which prompted the creation of the historic preservation ordinance.

“I think there’s little disagreement amongst anybody in this room that the Edwards House, if at all

possible, should be preserved,” he said. “It’s a question of how, and in what way, and how does it impact

the overall community, both in the short term or long term.”

Kulat was followed by almost a dozen other residents speaking in favor of saving the home.

Among them were Lynda and Robert King, who have lived next door to the two properties for more

than 50 years, Robert said.

“We strongly commend the work that (Tom Nybo) has been doing in trying to save this historic house,”

Robert King said. “And we certainly hope that his work will find some way to save that house.”

They were joined by another Maple Avenue neighbors like Christine Martin, who recently began

renovating another old home on the street.

“Downers Grove rips down houses for McMansions like the drop of a hat,” Martin said. “The Edwards

House is amazing, this is not a house that is in decay.”

Kuo Diedrich Architects did not return a request for comment.
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